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3 July 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Walter N. Elder
Walt:

1. Ihave talked to the DCI-designate about the
papers which Mr. Ranney gave to :Psking for guidance
on whether they could be included in the Dulles bequest to
Princeton. The papers in question are a letter dated January 7,
1964, from Mr. Dulles to President Truman and a memorandum
to me from Mr. Dulles dated April 21, 1964, describing Mr.
Dulles' visit to President Truman on April 17, 1964. Both of
these have to do with Mr. Dulles' attempt to set straight the
record on the Agency's involvement in countering Communist
subversive action and quotations attributed to President Truman
on this subject in The Washington Post of December 22, 1963.

2. As to the letter of January 7th, while my copy
indicates it was signed by Mr. Dulles, it is my best recollection
ﬁ'old me he had decided not to send it, and | |

is inclined to agree, although he has no definite recollection

on this point. The memorandum to me of April 21st is, I believe,
technically Government property, and Mr. Ranney should be so
informed. However, I suggested to Mr. Colby that there was
nothing in this memorandum which at this time could be considered

" properly classified, and he agreed. Therefore, Mr. Ranney should
be informed that there is no objection to its inclusion in the Dulles
papers as an unclassified Government document and that the
memorandum and the letter may be sent to Princeton if the Dulles
family is so inclined.
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3. Mr. Colby is also anxious that the Truman
Library have this material. It might be well to determine
whether indeed the letter was sent and if so whether the Truman
Library has made it available on an unclassified basis and to
assure that the Truman Library has a copy of the memorandum
of April 21st.

La.wre/ée R. Houston

Attachments
7 Jan 64 Ltr
21 Apr 64 Memo

OGC:LRH:jeb
OGC chrono
v subject Records
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The Honorable H2rxy 5. Trunan
Iindependence
Missourid

I ve of the kind
comments on my book on "The Craft of Intelligence"”
in youxr letter of Novembe* 19. The book is having
a far better sale than I had anticipated. It
makes no pretense ol being a "thriller".

I am deeply appreciaci
on )

A few days ago I read in The Washington
Post {(December 22, 1963) vour article of the 21lst;
and subsequently I noted an editorial in the Rost
of Decerber 28, of which I enclose & copy. I
would not be candid if I did not tell you that I
was deeply disturbed by the concluding paragraphs
of your article.

I thoroughly agree with your basic premise
i ion of CIiA is to provide the

President with tl :1lligence which he requires

in the formulation and guidance of our foreign policy.
Tais should be done faithfully and fearlessly.

Mothing should be allowed to civert the Ageancy from
falfilling this function, which vou had primarily

in mind when you zcought and obtained the CIA
legislation in the 1947 National Security Act, as

so well described in your book; and thexeby you becume
in many senses the “father® of our modern intelligence
system. The country cwes you a great debt of
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My, Trounan - Zage

Victnam, President Kenned aid "I can find
nothing - and I've locked through the record vex
caoxrefully ovex the last ni nths, and I coulq
go back further — to indicate that the CIA I

done anything bul support pclicy." The ful cext
of the guestion and answer is attached

T have written you with
and with complete franknes
on wnich I have strong fee IS, y,
frankly that I feel that there are paxts of your
article of December 21 which might be interpreted
" as a repudiation of a policy which you had the
great courage and wisdcm €O ,nltiabe £ifteen yeaxs
ago. :

Wwith deep respect and appreclation for
all the confidence you nave extended to me, 1
remain :

’ reithfully yours

7S/
Allen V. Dulles

.
t either time,

Y —
week of March., If by @ny chance, &
T cculd stop by at Independence and pay you my
respects, it would be a great pleasure to do so.
This would alsc afford the opportunity to talk overx
in confidence some points in thisp letter walcea,
Ffor cbvicus security reasons, I cannot send by

open mail.

Enclosures
Ve (17 wlCi fe
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; : Apxril 21, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LAWRENCE R. HOUSTONW
General Counsel

FROM A, W. DULLES

SUBJECT: Visit to The Honorable Harrxy S Truman
Friday aftexrnoon, April 17, 2 p.m.

t

Cn April 132 I sent a telcyram to Mr. Truman
that I would be in Kansas City on April 17 and would
like to see him if he was £free and wished to seec me

at any time during the day, as my engacgement was to

nake an address in the ecvening in Kansas City. Within

& matctexr of hogrs, I had a telephone call fxom

Mr., Truman'’s secrctary, Miss Rose 3. Conway, oifice
telephone Clifton 2 3678, home telephone Highland 4 5325,
stating that Mr. Truman would be very happy to see me.
We agreed upon 2 p.m. at the Truman Library.

¥
o]

h
- R

. Y b N e e e - = T o ~
Mr. H. A. Mountain and onc of his associates
kindly WOtO*Cd wme Ifrom Koansas City o Indc Dan dcnc“ a

i
I found that Mr. Truman was always intc
CIA men, and I felt t Tt unlgy for
them to make the contac: reachea the Library a few
ninutes carly and Mr. Truman nad not yvet returned from
vnch. When he came in, he grected us warmly, and all
threc of us woent into his study in the Library. We had
a plcasunt talk akbout CIA work for a fow minutes. Then
9! left wmc (as previously

0

’—J

!
Mr. Mountain and his cosocia
*"ranccc)

N ST - 3 am o i JUg I 5 -
After reminiscing a bit &5

cut our carly meetings

the Library, whore I had bricifced Preszident Truman on

bChulf Oof Presidont Ziscanhower on several occasions, we
got down to morxe scrious business relating to the problems

‘Approved For Release 2004/11/29 : CIA-RDP75-00793R0002001200é4-9




el T App”roved For Rel& 2004/11/29 : CIA-RDP75-00793R0‘0120024-9

Mr. Houston — Page 2

with which the Agency is faced, as I viewed them, as

one who is not following the day~to-day work of the
Agency but is nevertheless Iemiliar with its problems.

I told Mr. Truman that he was one of my heroes fox the
stand he had taken in the Greek-Turkish situation in
1947 and then in Korea. I told him how much I felt the
country owed to him, to his courage and decision; and

I told him that I moposed to tell my audience that night
how X felt (and I later did so). I said I understcod
that he was going to celebrate his 80th birthday, and we
joked a bit about our respective ages. I may add that I
found Mr. Truman more quick and alert than I had been
given to believe he would be. He has taken on some weight,
obviously slowed down a oit, but hc seemed quick and
interested.

M. Truman followad all this with keen interest,
lﬂtcrjcct d reminisces of his own, recalled vividly the
AT whole | | ac well as the Huk situation.

I then showed him the article in The Weshington Post of
December 22, 1963, which I suggested scemed to me to be a
misrepresentacion of his position. I pointed out the num—
ber of National Security Actions {(Action #4 and Action 10-2)
which he had tdken waich dealt with covert opcerations by
the CIA. Hec studied attoentively the Post story and seemed

-

i
qguite astounded a 1 fact, he said that this was all

IApproved For Release 2004/11/29 : CIA-RDP75-60793R000200120024-9

v




-

Approved For Rel‘e 2004/11/29 : CIA-RDP75-00793R0('O120024-9

Mr. Houston - Page 3

wrong. He then said that he felt it had made a very
unfortunate impression. He asked.

the article. I gave it to him and then showed him
the memorandum from which I h cen developing my
points so as to get the dates and © graticns in accurate
relaticaship. Then ‘ a oS

wenmorandum. I said that ral items that he
might not wish to keep, including the last page, which

I eliminated frem the memorandum and attach hereto. I
alcso made one or two changes in the memorandum and said

I felt he should mark the mcmorandum "secret”. Mr. Truman
said "No, mark it ‘'top secret'", which I promptly did, and
told him how carefully this memorandum should be handled.
T asked him to destroy it and not add it to his files

even though I knew how many secrxei papers he had in the
Library. (Later I spoke to his personal secrctary, Miss
Rose Conway and told her to keep her eye on the memorandum
and to see that it was in dosolutely safe hands until it

~

was destroyed.

Our talk, which lasted zhout one half hour, was
completely friendly. At no time did Mx. Truman express
other than complete agreement with the viewpoint I
expressed and several times saild he would see what he
could do about it, o leave it in his hands. Ile obviously
was highly disturbed at Tho Washingiton Post article.

As we left and rejoined MY, ¥ountain and his
associate, he took us into a side room in the Library and
showed us with obvious vride the replica of the battleship
Missouri, which had just beon given ©o him that vexy

im

T “old Mr. Truman oi my high regard Lor John lcCone,
of the hig¢h calibex of the men wino were working in CIA,

and that I thbught it was doing an excellent job. I also
touched upcn the false attacks that had been made upon

CIA in connection with the Vietnam situation and President

Kennedy's repudiation of these attacks. I would suggest
oid that he might wish to send
L)

for Mx. McCone's coasiderction n
¢ ard 5 80th birthday, which

-~ .
~ P [
elicve is May 8. There is to Lo a considerable cele-
o ' ndependence, and a message

Approved For Release 2004/11/29 : CIA-RDP75-00793R000200120024-9
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r. Houston = Page 4

lend

referring to President Truman in connection with the
rganization of the CIA would come at a very helpful
£ime. I told him of the important work that his old
friénd Clark Clifford was doing as Chalrman of the
President's Intelligence 2advisory Board. He seened very
much interxested to hear of this.

I cannot predict what will come of all this. It
is even possible, maybe probable, that he will do ncthing
when he thinks it over. He may, of course, consult with
+hose , whoever they are, who induced him to make the
original statement. However, I think it would be-useful
to follow up this approach through’ Clark Cliffoxd and
through the message from Mr., McCone, and possibly in
other ways. That, I leave in your hands. I would be glad
if you would see to it that this memorandum is seen by
Mr. Helms and Mr. Cord lMever. They can decide what they'
wish to do in connection with the Dirxector. Of course,
this may be made available to him if you and they deem
wise.

p

I return herewith your note to me, including your
memorandum to the Director of 3 2April 1964 and the last
page of Cord Meyer's undated mcmorandum to me. The Coxd
Mever memorandum bears no indication of having come from
the CIA. I did not suggest to Mr. Truman that it was other
FIAEE

than a working memoxrandum nad prepared.

IEnclosures :
awd sk

1 - chr ' o
1 =~ Truman file
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Additional background material not fwd to

Mr. Elder per LRHouston. /3/73 258

NOTE ATTACHED TO MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD DATED 13 JUNE 1967
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13 June 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: President Truman's Alleged Remarks About CIA

l. On 9 June 1964, Lt, General Marshall S, Carter, DDCI,
accompanied by his assistant, Enno H. Knoche, briefed FPresident
Truman at the Truman Library in Independence, Missouri., From
his notes which he kept of the meeting, Mr, Knoche has dictated the
following extract,

"General Carter opened the meeting by referring
to President Johnson's request that President Truman be
briefed periodically, President Johnson had wanted to
ensure that Fresident Truman was kept up-~to-date on the
world situation, Mr, Truman expressed great appreciation
of this and said it was the nicest thing that any President
had done for any ex-President,

W ""President Truman referred to the great importance
of CIA, He said he had been the founder of the Agency and
had established it in order to get as total and as objective
a view of developments as possible, ~He said that prior to
the establishment of CIA, too muchonimportance to the Presi-
dency was kept bottled up in the State and Defense Departments,
The primary purpose of the CIA, as he envisaged it, was to
collect such information and make it available to the President,
General Carter reminded the President of the decisions made
during the Truman administration for covert actions in Italy,
Greece and Turkey. The President agreed that this had been
necessary,

""The session then turned to the text of a formal brieting
given to President Truman by General Carter. "

Prior to going into see President Truman, General Carter and Mr,
Knoche chatted briefly with David Noyes, who had been, I believe, a
White House assistant when Truman was President and continued to serve
him in various capacities in retirement, Noyes evidently dratts Mr,
Truman's statements and articles and admitted quite ireely the authorship

sy T U
Larnil,
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of the Truman article on CIA which was published on 22 December 1963
in various newspapers, including the Washington Post, It is highly
doubtful whether President Truman ever saw the article prior to its
publication as he was already beginning to age considerably at that
time,

Walter Fforzheimer
Curator
Historical Intelligence Collection
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[] UNCLASSIFIED ] '”Tf“{,“,,“fy O CONFIDENTIAL [] SECRET

BUTING AND RECORD SHEET

SUBJECT: (Optional)
Conversation of A. W . Dulles with former Fresident Truman on
Covert Action, 1964
FROM: EXTENSION | NO.

Chief, CIA Historical Staff

DATE

11 June 1973
TO: (Officer designation, room number, ond DATE
building) OFFICER'S COMMENTS (Number each commaent to show from whom
INITIALS to whom. Draw a line across column after each comment.)
RECEIVED FORWARDED
"o '/f/; L
. P axrTy
. y / b4
/73 A{/{ /{”
2. Mr, F. G. Ranney, Mrs.
Chief, istorical Dulles' adviser on the Dulles
Staff, 203 - papers, passed me the original
3, or the two attached documents
last week,
S%Q (D, W Pl
4 The first item is a carbon
2027 . of a signed letter from Dulles to
Truman, 7. Jan 1964, in which
5. , Dulles reminds Truman of the variods

kinds of covert action projects
he supported during his administra-
6. : tion, but which he had criticized
by implication in his Washington

Paost story in December 1963.

7. Do your files show whether
Dulles actuzlly sent this letter?

8. The second item is a memo
which Dulles sent you on 21 April
1964, following his discussion

9. of 17 April with Truman, curing
which Truman a.parently repudiated
the Post story. Du.les refers in
10. this memo to your memo of 3 April
and to materials provided by Cord
Meyer, none of which I have seen.
n. Could you recall this file and makg
it available to me?

12. Finally, may I have your
opinion on #hw advisability of
the Dulles family including these
13. two papers_in their bequest to
Princeton {

L0

p [ A

14.

15.

e 610 “LTShrovkdSEERREIease 20000NRIRERNADP 7407 SFENAR00120423-0 UNCLASSIFIED




